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Olga Trapeznikova. Paradoxes of northern agriculture: history and geography of 
agricultural landscapes of the forest zone of the East European Plain. M.: GEOS, 2019. 
256 p.

This book results from the historical environmental research of agricultural landscapes (agricultural geosystems) 
of the forest zone of the East European plain. The study is based on the author’s  eld data, remote sensing data, 
historical maps and manuscripts, statistical data, results of researches in different branches of science, such as 
landscape, historical-geographical and archeological researches. The key sites in different sections of the forest zone 
were analyzed in detail, basing on GIS and mathematical modeling.

Through the prism of the evolution of the agricultural landscapes, the book examines numerous paradoxes of 
the agrarian development of the forest zone, including their causes and consequences.

The social changes taking place now in our society need new, environmental approaches to the analysis of 
various aspects of the interaction between society and nature, in agriculture especially, because of its close relations 
to the nature of the region. Nowadays the agricultural landscapes of the forest zone of East European plan have 
undergone the massive transformations up to almost extinction somewhere. Moreover, at the beginning of the 21st 
century, rural residents of the forest zone, paradoxically, survive at the expense of anything, but not agriculture. 

There is no doubt, however, that under the in  uence of the up-to-date climate change, the central agricultural 
region of the country will gradually shift north again, as it was at the dawn of the origin of our state. At that, the 
renewal of agriculture in the region is impossible without studying its organization in the past and present, the laws 
of its evolution and the characteristics of its functioning.
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